
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Upcoming Events of the Week:  
Monday, September 24 Ms. Haberland’s 5th Grade to Starbase  8:30 a.m. 
    Good News Club     3:15 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, September 25 Mrs. Hatton and Koontz’s 5th Gr. To Starbase 8:30 a.m. 
    2nd Grade to Old Shawnee Town   9:30 a.m. 
    Dr. Fulton Meet & Greet – SMNorth   5:00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, September 26 BJF PICTURE DAY 
 
Thursday, September 27 Math Club      3:15 p.m. 

BJF Math Night     5:30 p.m. 

 

 

Bluejacket-Flint Family Newsletter 

11615 W. 49th Terrace 
Shawnee, KS 66203 
(913)993-2000 
Twitter:  @PendlandTeddi 
 

 

Principal-Teddi Pendland 
Admin Asst.-Kathy Crawford 
Nurse – Cindy Connellan 
 

BJF Mission Statement: 

We are a diverse learning community dedicated to inspiring students as they achieve their 

full potential through grit and grace, in a safe and supportive environment. 

The RSVP Sign UP link for Math Night is 

located on today’s cover email! 



THIS WEEK’S SOAR WINNER’S ARE… 

 
Front Row:  Camryn, Thomas, Brookelynn, Anthony, Lydia, Brisa, Sophia, Paisley, Donald 
Back Row:  Vaelyn, Dailan, Kaden, Giani, Selena, Annabelle, Cydnee, Olivia, Max, Michaela 

 
News from BJF…  
Superintendent Meet and Greets:  More opportunities to meet Superintendent Mike Fulton are coming up in the 
Shawnee Mission School District. These informal events will take place in the five geographic areas of the district. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Tuesday, September 25, 5 - 7 p.m. at Shawnee Mission North HS Cafeteria, 7401 Johnson Drive. 
This is an opportunity for Dr. Fulton and community members to begin to build relationships and engage in 
conversations about the Shawnee Mission School District.  

 

Message from Nurse Connellan 
There have been a few cases of influenza in SMSD schools. Johnson County Health Department would like to do a closer 
tracking on influenza cases.   If your child is diagnosed with influenza, or has influenza like symptoms (fever, cough, body 
aches) please call the nurse for absences at 913-993 -2002 .  Please be specific about symptoms and whether or not a 
physician diagnosed student with influenza.    Thank you for your help in the surveillance effort by the County. 
 
Name our Mascot!  See the information below… 

 
Exciting News for BJF:  On October 1st and 2nd Gallup is conducting a study about innovative and creative 
approaches in education.  BJF has been identified as a school that is unique in our innovation for students.  We 
feel very honored to be identified for this study.  (Please see the attached letter for further explanation.). If 
you do not want your child to be interviewed for this study, please either contact Principal Pendland at 
teddipendland@smsd.org or contact Gallup directly as directed in the letter. 

mailto:teddipendland@smsd.org


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Stephanie Marken 
Gallup  
901 F Street NW. Suite 400 
Washington, DC 
20004 
 
Dear Parent,  
 
Gallup is currently conducting a new, exciting study about innovative and creative approaches in education. 
The purpose of this study is to identify the characteristics and qualities of innovative and creative learning in 
schools nationally, in order to help inform policy-makers, leaders and educators nationally.  
 
Among all public and private schools nationally, Gallup identified your student’s school for its unique and 
amazing work. This month, Gallup’s team of researchers, will be visiting your student’s school to meet with its 
administrators, teachers and students and observe and learn more about how their approach to creativity and 
innovation is making a difference for students. During these visits, Gallup team members will interview some 
students to learn more about their education experiences at the school. We will audio record these interviews 
to make sure we catch all of the information these students share. Gallup may want to share some anonymous 
quotes from these conversations; however, we will not include any names or identifying information when we 
share these quotes.  
 
We wanted to notify you of our visit in case you would prefer we not interview your student. If you would prefer 
your student not participate, please feel free to contact me directly and we will make sure to not interview him 
or her.  
 
We believe deeply that visiting your student’s school is critical to making sure that we cover some of the best 
and brightest examples of creativity in learning. We look forward to spending time within the school and thank 
you in advance for your student’s potential participation in this important study.  
 
If you have any additional questions about this study, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Stephanie Marken 
Chief Methodologist  
Stephanie_Marken@gallup.com 
202-715-3084 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

NAME OUR BJF THUNDERBIRD MASCOT 
 

It’s hard to have the Thunderbird as our mascot, but not call it by a special name.  We would 
like to have our Thunderbird mascot be personalized so it can join us for special events and help 
make everyone smile, aside from just being a picture on a shirt, piece of paper, envelope, or 
website.  Sadly, our mascot doesn’t have a name.  We need your help! 
 

We would like YOU to name our Thunderbird mascot! 

What: The name should be fun and represent the culture and history of our amazing 
school and community.  

Object: Create a mascot name that symbolizes the school, and its community, 
geography and values to foster Bluejacket-Flint Elementary spirit and pride.  

Why: Bluejacket-Flint needs a name for our Thunderbird Mascot! 

Who: The contest is open to individuals who are students, alumni, staff, etc., associated 
with Bluejacket-Flint Elementary in Shawnee, Kansas. 

When: Contest runs from September 21-October 12.
 
 

Name suggestions should not include established product, service, character or 
mascot names (e.g., Buc-ees, Big Bird).  

Only one entry per person or per group is permitted. If you are participating in a group 
submission, you cannot submit other individual entries.  

A special prize will be awarded to the person or group with the winning name.  

Final Four mascot names will be selected by BJF Staff during a staff meeting.  

We will have the entire student body vote on the week of October 22nd
 
for one of the 

final four names. Mascot’s official name will be announced at the Quarterly PBIS 
Assembly the last week of October!  



 

NAME THE MASCOT ENTRY FORM 
 

 
********************************************************************************************************* 
 
 
 
Did you know that breakfast is available each day at BJF?  

Eating a nutritious breakfast helps students achieve the classroom goals set for them. 

National studies consistently confirm that breakfast helps kids concentrate, think, behave 
and learn. Eating breakfast:  

•  improves children's classroom performance, including better test scores and grades  

•  increases children's ability to focus and concentrate on school work  

•  decreases behavior problems, tardiness and visits to the school nurse  

•  increases attendance rates  

•  decreases risk of food insecurity and hunger that impair development and learning  

•  may protect against childhood obesity  

If it is difficult to fit breakfast into your morning routine, breakfast is available in all schools. A 

student must choose a full portion of at least three different items to receive a reimbursable 
school breakfast. One of the three items must be 1⁄2 cup of fruit or juice. Breakfast items 

include: protein, grain, fruit/juice, and milk.  

Don’t forget – if your child receives free or reduced meals, they are eligible for one breakfast 
and one lunch per day as part of this benefit. All breakfast and lunch meal choices are 
available for all students regardless of eligibility status.  

The school breakfast menus, lunch menus, and other nutrition information are available on 
the district’s website at http://foodservices.smsd.org  

 

Entry Form  

Send your entries to : 
 

bkpendla@smsd.org or place them in the Name Our Mascot Box located in the office! 

 
Entries without a first and/or last name will be considered void.  

 

Name (First and Last):________________________________________  

 

Thunderbird Name Entry:______________________________________ 

 

 

 



 
PTA News  

2018 Bluejacket-Flint Fun Run Fall Fundraiser 

We are almost a third of the way to our fundraising goal!  The money collected helps to fund a lot of fun things for the 
students at BJF.  
 
*BJF students are so excited about this Fun Run.  Most of the laps will be done during P.E., the Fun Run is an extra fun 
way to wrap and celebrate the run and fundraising efforts! 
  
We have two weeks left to collect donations online through the PledgeStar website, donations end 10/6 and all check 
and cash donations must be turned in with their collection envelope by the 26th of September.    You can earn a prize 
just for setting up your PledgeStar account and entering in the email addresses or phone number of 10 people and 
sending them a sponsorship letter. 
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